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New York, Thursday, Apeil 94, 1964,

THE SITUATION.

A change in the Nary Department has, it ap-
pears, been resolved upon by the President. The
removal of Secretary Welles is sad to bo only »
question of time dependent upon the judicious se.
lection of & successor in this oritical moment of
our naval history. It is reported that the names
of three gentiemen are strongly urged u;~a Mr,
Lincoln for S8ecretary of the Navy - namel; Gene-
ral Banks, Governor Sprague, avd Judge U s, of
Iinois,

By the information gathered from sovoral fagi-
tives from Norfolk at Fortress Monro yestorday,
it would appear that the presumption that the
Merrimac was sgrouud off Craney Island om the
occasion of her last attempt to get ont, proves to
be quite trus, as was supposed by many people
who were observing her. If she lay belplossly
at the mercy of our flcet for any length of time, as
she must have dono if these statements be cor
rect, it was & great oversight on the part of
some one that she was not either captured
or crippled a8 she lay there; and the meglect
to attack her may have much to do with the con-
templated change in the Navy Department. These
refugeea report the Morrimae still at the Gosport
Navy Yard. Workmen were engaged in placing
iron shields over her port holes. It was supposed
that the improvementa would be completed and
the Merrimac would be out again in two or three
dayp. Nothing was said in Norfolk sbout the
bursting of her gun. The steamer Jamestown and
steamtug Beaufort went op the James river on
Monday, and the Yorktown oa Sunday, to obtain
coal at Richmond. They took in tow a namber of
schooners loaded with iron, to be rolied into plates
st the Tredegar Works in Richmond. Four pew
gunboats have been launched at the Nary Yard,
and four more are in the course of construction sy
Norfolk, and part of these with iren plates.

The French Minister srrived st Fortress Monros
yesterday, on the steamer Gassendi, on his return
from Richmond. The object of his uiission has, of
course, not transpired, but despatches were st
once forwarded by him to this eity for instant
transportation to France. No political import-
ance, it would appear, is sttached In Washington
to the visit of M. Mercler to the rebel capital.

Our news from Fredericksburg ia important.
The steamer Yonkee went up the Rappahasnock
river to that city on Tuesday, carefully avoiding
the gbstructions in the river, which the rebels bad
Inid some seven miles below the city. Our flotills
captured recently seven rebel schooners—one of
which had & valuable cargo of dry goods, medi
cines and saltpetre—and also two small steamers.
The rebel picketa are occasionally seen on the
south side of the river. Our troops are still in
possession of Fredericksburg, the residents of
which are not interfered with in their usual busi-
nesa pursuita,

The report circulated by the rebels aa to the de-
feat of General Burnside's troops near Elizabeth
City, turns out to have been based upon a little
skirmiah on the beach above the city on Baturday,
in which only five hundred of our troops were en-
gaged. The rebels fled upon being sttacked,
leaving fifteen killed and thirty-five wounded be-
hind them.

The latest newas from the Mississippi, up to yes-
terday, comes to us by the arrival of a steamer at
Ca'ro, which reports that for three days previons
no firing had occurred either from our fleet or the
rehels, both being apparently walting for an offect-
ive moment to arrive. The lagt accounts from
Fort Wright state that the rebels have fourteen
gunboats and the ram Manassas lylng off the forta,
and that Captaine Hollins and McRae were also
there. Our map of that portion of the Mississippi
to-day. showing the rebel defences, including Forts
Wright, Randolph, Pillow, and the fortifications of
Memphis, will be found of the highest importance’

By the Bohemian, at Portland, and Persia, at
New York, we have news from Europe to the 13th
of April, three days later.

The commander of the United Btates gunboat
{no, at Palermo, had arrested the mnster and
crew of the aschooner W. C. Alexander, of Bavan-
osh, and taken them om board his vessel as
prisoners. Thoy were subsequently relessed at
the instance of some of the officers of the port.

Eogland remained intensely excited on the sub-
ject of the great naval revolution, as likely
to affect her ‘‘mupremacy’ om the ocean
snd the sceurity of her coust. The duel be-
tween improved artiery and iron naval srmor
st Bhoeburyness having produced no very satis-
factory result was to be contioued, Sir William
Armastrong promising to construct some very for-
nidable guns according to bis pecullar principle.

We publish £o-day o full report of the Interast.
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to teat tho resistile strength of the iron plates In
use in the Warrior,

The question of continuing the work on the coast
land fortifications was brought up in the House of
Lords, and—judging from the remarks made by
Earl de Grey and Ripon—it appears as if the Cabi-
net was anxious to continue them go the extent of
b 6ifty millions of dollars, and then supplement them
with iron floating batteries,

Napoleon bad directed his Minister of Marine to
report the number of wooden vessels of war which
ean be sheathed with iron.

England, it was sald, was endeavoring to induce
Spain to withdraw from the allisnce with France
agaiost Mexico; the British government promisi: 8
not to object to the ocoupation of Hayti by Queen
lsabells in return. The Paris correspondent of
the London TVmes intimates that Spain may retire
from Mexico, but for another reason—her anxiety
to preserve Cuba from an attack by such American
veasels as the Monitor or Merrimac.

CONGRESS.

In the Senate yesterday, a resolution was
adopted instructing the Military Committee to in-
quire whether any General in the army before
Yorktown had exhibited himself drunk in face of
the enemy, and if any measures had been taken
for the trial and punishment of such officer. A
bill prescribing an additional cath for grand
and petit jurors in the United States courts was
introdaced by Mr. Davis, The bill recoguizing
the independence of Hayti and Liberia, and pro-
viding for the appoimtment of diplomatic repre-
sentatives thereto, was taken up, and Mr. Sumner
made & speech in support of it. The consideration
of the Confiscation bill was then resumed, and Mr.
Davis, of Kentucky, concluded his speech in op-
posiiion to it. Mr. Sherman, of Ohio, offered an
amendment to this bill, specifying that the act
shall apply to persons who may hereafter hold
office under the rebel government; but the Senate
sdjourned without taking acticn on the subject.

In the House of Representatives, & bill appropri-
ating #1,550 to indemnify the owners of the Danish
bark Jorgen Lorentzen, illegally seized by the
blockading squadron, was passed. The Military
Committee made an important report on the sub-
ject of comst aud harbor defences, which may be
found in full in another part of to-day’s paper. A
bill was also reported providing for w board of com-
missioners to examine into the coast and harbor
defences. The oconsideration of the Confiscation
then resumed, and the bill pending
laid on the table by a
68 aguinst 53. The next bill taken

to  fucilitate the suppression
,and te prevent the recurrence of
It suthorizes the President to direct
declare the slaves of the rebels

fuith of the United Stuies
compensation to loyal men
supported the Union for nay
virtoe of this bill. M-
republican, of New York, as the Judiviary
ad recommended that nove of the
ought (o pass. moved that & select
of seven be appointad 1o take the sab-
considoration. Mr. Colfax, republi-
lndians, advo ated tho appoiatment of &
committee. Mr. Duun, republican, of
was opposed 10 8 swcoping  conlisca
tion Will. Me wauted & distinction wade
sguinet the leaders. Mr. Bingham . reputilican, of
Ohio, maiotained the proprioty of 3 Lil! to punich
all wiliul rebels by depriving them of their pro-
perty. Mr. Lehman, opposition, of Peuns; !y anis,
was opposed (o coufiscation Wils.  Me lookcd on
the march of our srmies as the proper mode of sup-
prosing the rebedlior aad foestablish ng the con.
stitution. Mr. Mickmaa, republican, of Penasy!
vana, claimed that the coustitation gave the Pre-
siden! ample power without Cougressivaal activu
Mr. Crittonden. of Kentucky, was against all con
Sacation measures, which would tond to e xasp: -
rate the wor, and poetpone the Ume of pulting
down the pebellion. After further debate, wity
out action, the House adjourned.
NISCELLANEOTS NEWE

The Boliemisn, from Londonderry ou the 11th
instant, and the Perda, from Quecustown on the
13th instant made their ports 8t Portland and
New York respoctively yesterday. The
from Southsmpton on the 10th inst., gl prached
this port yesterday. Our advices by the Hole-
mian and Porsia are three dove later thaa those
brought by the City of New York. Consols closed
in London, on the 12th instant, st 007, & 907, for
money. Cotton experienced a slight advance ia
Liverpool on the sales of the week. O the 12th
of April the market closed booyant, with prices
unchanged. The market for breadstuffls was quiet
and steady. Provisions were dull.
ltaly, Austria, Greece and Turkey were still
agitated by political discussion, revolution, and
an actual wer mow waging belwoen the
Tarks and Montencgrims. Napoleon bhad Jbeen
advised by some of his courtiers agalnst visit-
ing London during the summer, as that cily
was known to “overflow” with revulationary
refugees who were greatly embitiered in feeling
against him. The Fmperor, it Is sald, rejected the
counsel. The Jup Aml dors arrived in
Paris on the Tth of April, and alighted at the
Hotel du Louvre, where apsrtments had Leen
prepared for tham. They were received st the
Lyons Railway station by M. Peulllet de Conches,
“Introducer of Ambassadors,”’ and » detachment
of cavalry escorted thom to the hotel. The num.
ber of emigrauts who left lavre duiing the my wih
of March amounted to 735, of whom 708 went to
New Yorkand thirty to the Lanks of the La Mata.

It is proposed, says o letter from Toulon, In the
Memager du Muli, 1o form & Froneh sxperimendal
squadron’ of iron plated vesssls, 1o be placed un-
dor the arders of Vice Admirai Hoget Willsumes.
The Magenta, Solferino, Normandic, Couronne, ln-
vincible and Gloire are wentioned as to furm s
part of it.

The steamer North Star arrived st this port st
noon yesterday. She bringe ws very isleresting
news from Central snd South Awercoa. The pro-
gress of Chile is very promisiog and setioia:tory.
The wheat crop will be & very large one this yoar,
and la financial and eommercisl circlos there has
been & very marked lmprovemont. Bolivia bas
been troubled by snother revolution. The other
republica were still struggling ageinst the mal-
sdministration of thalr aflairs. The war in the
United States had greatly affected the political ar-
rangements of the difersst governments. The
scarcity of money waa the general complaint, and
the prominent ides was to plast cereals, 8 & pro-
vision againat & failure of sapplies from Amerios.
The health of the different countries was good,
and every exertion was being made for the pacif-
cation of the tarbulent republics.

The Legislatare of this State for the presest
year brought itasession to & close at cleven o'eslock
yestorday foremoon. Beth bouses mel st nine
o'clock in the morning; but nelther transacted
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curred in the Senate’'s amendments o the New

& farewell letter from the regular presiding officer,
Licutenant Governor Campbell, was read, sand the
President pro tempore made a few appropriate re.
marks, and then declared the session finally closed.
At the same hour the House was addressed by the
Spenker, and [ts procesdings for the year 1562 an-
pounced as terminated. A list of the acts passed
during the session ia given in avother part of to-

day's paper.

An ndjourned meeting of the coumittes appoint

much legislative business. The Amembly con |
York Tax Levy and passed the bill. Tn the Senate |

|

ed to devise means of ald for the Florida Union
refugees was held yesterday at the rooms of the
Chamber of Commerce, at which a statement of the
case of these expatriated citizens and an appeal to
the people of New Yorkin their behalf were adopt-
ed. The great pressure on our columns prevents
us publishing a full report of the proceedings thia
morping.

Blocks wers frm yesterday in Wall strecl, and
governments advanced % per ceal. The excepiions
to the market wers Toledo snd [linola Ceutral, which
were pressed for sale by the bears, and clowed lower.
Money was very easy; the, Sub Treasurer continued yos-
terday to allow five per cent on deposits. Exchange was
stoady at 112 a 112, Gold 101% a 101%.

The cotton market was firmor yosterday, while the
sales embraced about 800 balss, closing on the basls of
2030, & 80c. for middling uplands, The foreign
newn tended 1o strengthen the market, and in the after-
poon sales were made ab 29Xe. a 20c., with liw®
tobe had under the letter figure. The wales lu Liver-
pool for the woek snding the 11th (nstant having reach-
d 82,000 ba'es, while tha stock of American was reduc:
od to 124,000 bales, and of all other kinds to 368,000
bales, giving & total of only 430,000 bales, sncouraged
the belief that prices in that market must scon materi-
ally advance. Flour, undor the infuence of light re-
ceipis and beiter pews from abroad, improved 6c. &
10c. per bbl., chiely for the common and medinm
grades, Wheal was moderatsly dealt in, while pricea
were nominal, Corn was firmer, with sales of Weatern
mixed at 8§8%c, & 60c., In store and delivered.
Pork was steady at $19 25 » $12 37} for moss, and prime
at $10 s $10 25. Sugars were active and firm, with sale®
of 2,100 hhds. at steady prices. Coffoo was quiet, with
some inquiry for export. Prices were steady. The pub
lic tes sale previously neticed came off yeaterday. The
catalogue of about 5,000 half chests of greens and
blacks was gold through. Tho company was good, but
thera was an abgsence of epirit, and the prices obtained
did mot ¥ary materinlly from these current at private
gale. Frelghts were without change of moment, while

gag t3 were moderate, Whoeat was taken to Li-
vorpool, in bulk, at Td.; four at 22, and bacon ab 224.64.

The Designs of the Emperor Napoleon
Upon England.

The letiers of our European correspondents
which we published yesterday, as well as
private leiters received in this country from
Eogland and France by the Persia, portray
even more strongly than the debates in the
British Parliament and the comments in the
London press how thoroughly alarmed are the
English government and the aristocracy at the
tremendous consequences resulting from the
action at the month of the James river. TLis
great event in naval warfare constitutes a new
epoch, and will produce the most momentous
effects throughout all Europe. Nowhere will
those effects be of greater magnitude than in
France and England, whose relations are soon
destined to undergo a remarkable change.
The entente cordiale will soon be at an end, if it
is not already broken up.

The curious course of Napoleon in Mexico
foreshadows his purpose, He is going on with
the campaign, contrary to the wishes of England
and Epain, end In spite of them. He does not
care about Mexico; but he feels that he is mas-
ter of the situation, aud he wants an opportuni-
ty to chastise both England and Spein. By
means of Mexico he calculates to provoke a
quarrel with those countries, and to finish the
vole which the First Consul did not complete-
e Las seltled accounts with Russia and Aus”
tiis. He made Turkey, in the one case, and
Italy, in the other, the excuse for his action. He
will pow use Mexico as the pretext to pay off
the Bourbons of Spain and the aristocracy of
Euglaed.
he only security which Great Dritain ever
bad against conguest by France was her weod-
en walls. These can no longer save ber. Na-
poleon’s superiority in iron-plated ships gives
him the control of the sean, and leaves Britannia
ut his mercy. In aspeech delivered in Parlia-
ment during the present mounth, Lord Palmers-
ton states that in the course of the year
fonr drom ships will be afloat and
five fit for wsea; next year two others;
wooden ships will be plated, and the Achilles
is to be built next vear. Five others are
in to be constructed on the cupola
system of the Monitor. In the year 1864
Lord Palmerston says Eogland will bave in
all sixteen iron-plated vessels. Now, whatis
the readincss of France, as stated by Sir J.
Pakington in reply? The French at this mo-
ment bave five iron-cased vessels ready for
sen; another will be ready shortly, and two
of the largest class—ihe Magenta and Solfe-
rino—will be ready for sea in three months.
Within cight months the Emperor can place
twenty-four iron-covered ships in line; while of
Fogland the speaker observes, “I am afraid
fhe noble lord (Palmerston) will be unable to
tell us that we bave any gunboats at thistime
covered with lrom, or that the government are
constructing gunboats of that clase.” Ttappears
that the vessels now being constructed draw
twenty-six feet of water. The First Lord of the
Aduiiralty boasts that if England were at war
she could create Monitors by the dozen; but it
would be Loo late if Napoleon were at war with
England before the 1st of June. In that case
ke would not permit her to coustruct any, bav-
ing ihe complete command of all her ports and
rivers. Nor Is this all. Lord Palmerston ad-
wiis that the French have invented a gun that
plerces armor plates; and the Prime Mivister
congolen bis country with the reflection that
perhaps the lron used In Franee is not so good
w8 English iron.

It e clear thet England is at this moment
balplessly in the power of France, and the Em-
peror s pol the man to be slow to take advan-
tage of ber situntion. With sixiy armered gun-
bosts be could easily capture the city of Lon
don; and, ihe capital in his power, he could revo-
lutionize the country, The greatest revolutions
and conguests have boen effected by superiority
of woapons. The Turks lost their military
pre-eminence in Purope by not keeping pace
with the sye In lmproved weapons. A hand-
ful of Normans from France, by the aid of su-
perior wenpons, sycceeded in conquering Fng-
land; and pow Napoleon 111, with bis iron-clad
gunbonts, will probably repeat that historical
evest  In the Crimean war the weapons of
France wers superlos ‘o those of Russia; in
the lallan was they cuperior to the Aus-
trian, and now sgaiu will be superior to
the English. Had st Napoleon pos-
sensed such applisnces he would never bave
gone to S84 Helena.  Heriosular position alone
protested England from Lis vengeance. He
conceived, and partly cariled jnte execution:
aplan of imvasion by means of u flotilla; but
it s probable be never had full confidence in
itoonceesa.  Jb was a hazardoos experiment at
e ordered two thousand fiatboats to
be cunstracted st Boulogne, to carry two huns
dred thowsand men. When ther were nearly
ll‘-ll, [N intestion wsa o the
Vieowck fleet to the West ludles order
that the English fSeet might follom fiom
there ; bul a8 moom ® it !
tinique It was o return, and. 1
the British fleet, convoy the flutbos - a
“Siraits of Dover to Chatham. This opers

was caloulated would take four dags, and in |

four days more afler (e landing Napoleon ex-
pected to be in London. He would bave
abolished the House of Lords and titled nobi®
lity, and proclaimed a republic, dividing smong
the people the estates of the mobility and
gentry who opposed him. Te would bhave pro-
tected the masses and enabled them to carry
out a complets revolution. Al the same lime
he would bave raised the standard of insurree-
tion in Ireland. Such were his confessions to
O'Meara at 5t Helena. But before his arrange-
ments wore perfocted he wes compelled to
abandon his purpose to meet the coalition that
had been formed against him on the Continent
by the gold and the intrigues of England. The
sun of Austerlitz dazzled Lim with ite spleador,
just as the pyramids of Egypt once before di-
verted him from Ireland.

The only rational doubt that could be enter-
tained about his success was in regard to the
flotilla. That difficulty is completely obviated
in the case of his successor. He has the means
of transport in a few hours by steam. His
iron-clad guuboats not only can protect his
troops, but capture London. Every motive of
national and personal interest impels him to
this entorprise. He sccures permanently for
France the first rank in Western Europe, while
he leaves Russia to carry out her designs in
the East, and probably offers her the tempting
bribe of Constantinople. He bumbles the
hereditary enemy and maritime rival of France.
He extracts the teeth of the old lion. He ee-
tablishes his own dynasty, and he compels
Prussia to restore the Rhenish provinces, which
rightfully belong to France—-the Alps and the
Rhine being her natural boundaries. On
the other hand, if he lets slip the oppor-
tunity of striking this blow England will
at last build iron gunboats emough to outnum-
ber his fleet, and she will form a coalition with
the Continental Powers to erush him, as she did
hisuncle. Itis therefore extremely probable
that this sagacious and farseeing statesman will
strike the first blow, and disable “perfidious
Albion;"” and soon may we expect to hear of
the Queen and all the royal family escaping to

| Australia or India to found a new kingdom, na

the Queen of Portugal and her son Prince John
embarked for Brazil half a century ago and
fonnded & flourishing empire, when Napoleon
the First declared that the Honse of Braganza
had forfeited the throne, and his Marshal Junot
entered the kingdom to carry out his will.
Thus is the American war likely to change the
destinies of all Europe and of the world.

Greeley and Company in the Gan Busie
ness=Astounding Developments in Pab-
lic Jobbery.

Poverty is a strong incentive to crime. Let
a man fail, through incapacity or recklessness,
in an honest, legitimate business, and he im-’
mediately turns public swindler, now-a-days,
and attempts to fill Lis emply till with steal-
ings from the public treasury. In our own, s
in every other professlon, there are numerous
illustrations of this truth. The Times, for ex-
ample, was once comparatively honest; but its
lack of Industry and emterprize soon im-
poverished it, and it was transformed into the
organ of stock jobbers and lobbyists, while its
editor degenerated into a lobby member of the
Legislature and a copartner in the municipal
Ring. The Wurld was a pious, conscientious,
thongh dull and stupid journal, as long asit
was in funds; but, as the public preferred news
to piety, it soon became very poor, addicted
itself to sulphureous india rubber and stolen
army ale and porter, and subsided into the
donbtful position of an sider and abettor of
Confiling Cummings and his government
purchases. On the same principle, the
once virtnous Tribune Association, baving
failed to make an honest living by
publishing & poor abolition newspaper, has
finally descended to public jobbery, and become
s manufacturing company in the gun business,

We take Heaven and the back files of the
HeraLb to witness that not without sore regreta
and earnest attempts at hiz reformation have
we seen poor Greeley gradually backsliding
from an honest, though insane, fanaticism into a
state of most wretched depravity. Wehave ex-
horted, entreated-aud warned him. Years ago,
when he assumed a hypocritical mask to gull
foolish people into “trading at his shop,” we
kindly exposed and corrected him. Laterstill,
when he was urging this eountry into civil war
by attempting to make money out of the abo-
lition sentiment and anti-slavery societics, we
wasned him of the suicidal result of his folly.
During the past year, when lLie became exposed
to public reprobation and contempt; when lLis
best frionds deserted him and his last dime was
mortgaged for quadruple its value. we still gave
him the beneiit of our advice, urged him to
leave a profession for which he was unsuited and
which Le had disgraced, and demonstrated thag
he could make money and win fame by takicg
the field at the Lead of a negro hrigade. To
every snceessive step of his fall from grace we
interposed our offers of old clothes, broken
victuals, half price advertisements and prayers,
Nor, when he entered the gift entexprise busi-
ness; nor, when he joined the Broadway Rail-
roagl lobbyists; nor, when he repaid onr charity
by sending secret, slanderous circulars to our
business patrons, did we cast him off utlerly.
He has himself, therefore, and not us, to blame
for this new and worst exposition ol his wicked
courses.

Our readers will remember that Fitz Henry
Warren, the Washington correspondent of the
Tvibuns, was suddenly dismissed about the ¢lose
of last year, on account of his attacks upon
Secretary Cameron. In his place Samuel Wil
kinson, a renegade pupil of Thurlow Weed, was
immediately appointed, and from that
time the Tribune's attacks upon Came-
ron cceased. A full explanation of this
change of policy may be found in the reply
of the Secretary of War to the resolution
of Cengress inquiting in regard to Cameron’s
contracts. From this document it appears that,
in December last, soon after Wilkinson was
appointed the Tvibune’s Washington corres-
pondent, the members of the Trilune Associa-
tion dug up an old charter for a concern
called the Eagle Manufacturing Company,
located at Eaglesville, Mansfield, Connecticut,
and applied to Cameron for a contract to manu-
facture arms. Of this company, Mr. Almy, the
commercial editor of the Tvibune, was (reasu-
rer; Mr. Bnow, the money reporter of the Tri-
bune, was business manager, and Mr. Wilkin-
son, the Washinglon correapondent of the
Tribune, was the agent to procure contracis,
Poor Greeley held, doubtless, the honorary
Lut dishonorable office of President. Through

! Wilkinson, aud s the price of_ the 7vi-

Lune's silence, Cameron consented to give
' Tribune Company n contrast for twenty,
five fhousand musketa, at  twenty dollars
each; the frst lob of the (munkels '9 be de.

livered In May proximo—when all our army
Is already supplied with arms—and tho last in
1863, when the war will be over. The profits
upon this five bundred thousand dollars’
worth of useless and unnecessary muskeds will
be sbout two bundred thousand dollars. With
these illgotten gains Greeloy proposes to re-
establish the 7ribune. A more palpuble job
doos not disgrace the history of this war.

As if 1o entirely identify the Tribune with
this contract, Secretary Cameron endorsed
upon the back of the document the name of
the paper; and & telegram from Snow to Wil-
kinson, explaining that the Tribune's Eagle
Company was not identical with one in Rhode
Island (to which the contract was first given,
by mistake), is appended to the original paper,
and expliains the sgency which influenced
Becrotary Cameron. Thus, by the revival of
an old concern, and an adroit manipulation of
& Becretary of War, Greeley has secured a
contract paying him more than Morgan's tWo
and & balf per cont brokerage, more than Cum-
mings' commission on army stores, more than

's Broadway Rallroad scrip, more even
our old friend, the Chevalier Webb's, sale
of himself to the United States Bank. Dana,
who is something of a journalist and not much
of a jobber, refused to consent to this tranafor-
mation of the Tiidune establishment into &
musket , and was therefore incon-
tinently kicked out, and his shares bought up
by quack doctors and members of abolition so-
cleties. By » singular chance he has since
been appointed a commissioner to examine, at
Cairo, the nccounts of the purchase of part of
the two million muskets, costing forty-six mil-
lions of dollars, in which Cameron indulged.
It would be a providential retribution if, at the
close of his labors at Cairo, Greeley's old part-
ner should be sent here to investigate the
Tribune's musket job, the frst fruits of which
are to be reaped by Massa Greeley during the
sessions of the anti-slavery societies In May.
Greeley has worn the white hat, white coat and
white choker of a hypocrile very long, and it ia
most fitting that one who knows him so well ns
Dana shall strip the sheep's clothing from this
abolition, contract-jobbing wolf, who has been
defending Fremont's Californians only becauso
he secretly knew that he himsell deserved to
share the fate thoy merited.

The Necessity of Passing the Tax Bill
Without Delay.

Some of the Philadelphia papers snd other
journals clsewhere, judging from the delays
which the Tax bill has encountered in the
Senate at Washington, have intimated the sus-
picion that there is a secret purpose on the part
of Congrees to adjourn without passing the Tax
bill or any tax bill. It is suggested that Con-
gress is slow to take action in this vital matter
from the fear of the operation of such a bill
against them at the elections next fall. If this
should be the case, and Congress were to ad-
journ withont passing an adequate tax bill,
they would inflict a greater blow to the credit
of the country, and to its financial prosperity
and prospects, than could possibly be inflicted
upon the nation from any other quarter. Should
this be true, and Congress should contemplate
such an unworthy trick aato postpone the
safély of the couniry to individual hopes and
fears, sacrificing the nation iteelf and all its
best interests to advance their own political
fortunes, they may be sure that they would not
succeed in saving themselves from the ever-
lasting odium and infamy which would follow
such an ignoble and self-serving course. They
would not conciliate any party or persons at
the fall elections by such a step; but, on the
contrary, & universal clamor would be raised
against every single member by every party
throughout the North. They would commit a
much greater error by failing to pass the bill
than they could by voting for even the most
imperfect one. They would injure themselves
more than they possibly could by any bill of
almost any kind.

We do not believe, for our part, that any
such unpatriotic conrse finds favor in the mind
of Congress, and we hope they will prove it by
at once passing the Tax bill, leaving any acdi-
dental crrors to be corrected bereafler by sub-
sequent legislation.

1t is also reported that there isa great pres-
sure of individual interests upon Congress,
seeking to obtain peculiar exemptions for par.
ticular cascs, and thut much of the delay is
owing to this fact. If it is so, it goes to prove
the general ignorance prevailing s to the ao-
tion and nltimate F-aring of a geweral aysiem
of taxation. All"{he taxahle wealth and re-
sources of the counlry resolve themselves into
the two clements of land and labor. On these
two the whole weight of taxation must ulli-
mately fall. It ia the land which supplies all
the raw matezials of wealth, and it is labor
which works them up and fashions them. Land
and labor, therefore, are the Atlas whose
shonlders will have to gupport the burden. In
this view of the case no mere local or individual
interests should be allowed to interfere with
this great national measure. It is a new thing
to us to be taxed directly. We sball probably
have to raise two hundred millions to pay the
interest of the debt, provide a sinking fund and
obtain a revenue adequate to the requirements
of government; and this amount, compared with
the total value of our annual prod‘netinm_. will
require a taxation of eight or ten per cent,
falling, as we have before remarked, upon land
aud labor. But, great as this is, what is it to
the peril from which we are on the point of
emerging by the valor of our armies and fleets
and the bravery of our people?

It is the national credit which bas cquipped
all these armaments, and may be eaid to have
saved us, as a nation, from extinction. Will
Congress, by shirking the responsibility of
passing the Tax bill, destroy the publio eredit,
destroy all the financial resources and pros-
pects of the country, und plunge us inlo evils
worse by [ar than the dreadful war which we
are waging? Let us hope not.

Exrenerise Vensvs Meansess.—In advance,
as usual, of our conlemporaries, we published a
few days ago the important despatch from
General Beauregard seized by General Mitchel
at Huntsville, Alabama. All of the other jour-
nals copied that despatch from our columns;
but none of them gave us credit for it, and two
or three were mean enough to assert that it was
not genuine, Now all the Western papers hiave
received the same despatch from their report-
ers at Huntsville, and its authenticity is so un-
doubled that the very New York journals
which at first declared it a forgery, beonuse our
enterprise surpassed Lheir own, are now inserl.
ing it in their bogus correspondenco. Thia is,
wao think, one of the clearest onses on rocord of
our enterpriee vargus the mownvess of our Gon-
tamporarien.

Tun Grear Oczan Taveawary.—We publiaf
this morning an interesting article on thi
present condition and prospeots of this grea
enterprise, embracing an illustrated descriptior
of the improvements made during the last for
years in submarine cables, a8 exhibiled in the
one which it is now proposed to submerge bo
tween Ireland and Newfoundland, the termin
of the Atlantio Telegraph. From the facts pro.
sented it will be seen that the ocompany have
recoived strong assurances of aid from the
governments of the United States and Groal
Dritain, and that this aid will be contribu.
ted in the form of o guaranteed interest of four
per cent fora period of at least thirty years.
The capital which it is proposed to raise for a
renewal of the undertaking Is seven hundred
thousand pounds sterling, or three and a half
millions of dollars; and this, it is presumed,
there would be no difficulty in obtaining om
the security afforded by the guarantee of the
two governments.

Previous to the Atlantlo Telegraph expedi-
tlon of August, 1858, which ended in the
submersion of the oable, there were
three problems to be solved before its ultimate
succeas could be regarded as certain. The first
waa the practicability of laying a oable across
 vast tract of water that measured from land
to land in its narrowest practicable part no’
less than sixteen hundred and ferty mautloal
miles; the second was the manufacture of a
cable of the required length, the conduotor of
which should be so perfectly insulated that its
covering would be entirely impervious to sea
waler; and the third was to establish the pos-
sibility of sending the electrio current through
a conductor of such great length.

All of these three problems, which were to
decide the final snccess of the enterprise, were
solved in the most satisfactory mannor. The
mechanical diffioulties in the way of submerg-
ing the cable were successfully overcome; the
materigl used in its manufacture as an insu.
Intor secured the second important desideratum;
and the transmission of several messages through
the cable when laid, although it had been
injured before it was placed on board the ves-
selsTrom which it was to be submerged, set-
tled the third point. Only one more problem
remajns—the commercinl success of the un.
dertaking, Dut the fact that there are no less
than one hundred and 6fty thousand miles of
telegraph lines in Furope and Amerlea to
which the Atlantic cable would be & feeder
conclusively disposes of this last difficulty.

-Should the governments of the United States
and Great Britain agree, as there is every rea- -
son to believe they will, to guarantec the re-
quired interest on the specified capital, alarge
part of the rlsk of laying the cable will be as-
sumed by the manufacturers. In oonclusion,
we may say that there Is good reason to war-
rant the belief that such s cable as we have |
described will be laid some time during the
summer of 1863.

Narrow Escare or THE DESTRUCTION OF THR
Brrmisu FLEer.—DBritish statesmen cannot buf
foel what a narrow escape their navy has had
from destruction by the iron-clad gunboats of
America. By their own comments on the naval
battle at Hampton Roads they admit it. Had
war broken out in consequence of the capture
of Mason and Slidell on board the Trent, of
course a British fleet would have been sent to
our ports, and every ship of it would have been
sunk or put to flight. As an evidence of the
tardiness of the British mind to seize an iden—
a fact which is admitted by Mr. Osborne, whe
says:—" The great men of England arc very
slow to be convinced”—we may refer to the
fact that many millions have been expended om
wooden war vessels within the last year, since
iron-plated ships were proved by experiment,
if not in actual war, to have rendered them of
no value to the government, In the same way
$15,000,000 have been expended on Armstrong
rifled guns; and yet it i3 now said that, for naval
purposes, they are inferior to the old smooth
bore sixty-eight-pounder at the short range at
which naval actions usually take place. It
was stated, indeed, in Parliament, both by Mr.
Osborne and Lord Palmerston, that those guna
at short range can penetrate the iron armor,
and that this is now the only reliance of Eng-
land ageinst it. But an iron-clad vessel, with
rified shells, might not be 8o accommodating as
to allow a wooden ship to get so close to her;
and even if a sixty-eight-pounder did penetrate
the iron, it could only be above the water line,
and could do very little damage. It is clear
enough that the British fleet has had a lucky
cscape.

Faurrs or Tk SgssioN or THE StaTh Leos
ratere.—In another part of this day's Heraro
we publish a list of the bills passed by the Le-
gislatare of this State and signed by the Go-
vernor during the session which has just expir-
od. They number nearly five hundred, or
about five on an average for each day of the
goagion, If the merits of the legislators were to
be estimated by the amount of the work they
have done,and not by its quality, they would
be entitled to the highest praise. The tendoncy
in recent yoears is to Increase and maltiply
legislation without end. The w ..« men of other
days believed that the smallest possible amount
of legislation was desirable, on the principla
that to govern best is to govern least.  In these
times bills are passed ignorauntly, thoughtlessly
or by fraud and corraption. In a short time
they are repealed; and then again the repeal:
ing act is repealed. And so this vicious circle
is run from one session to another, Ilow fow
really vital and valuable measures are ever
adopted by the Legislature. In the mass of
chafl which is the fruit of the prosent seasion,
how many grains of wheat can be found’ Be-
fore we have a Legislature competent to make
lnws for the great Empire State of the Union
the people must take more pains in the seleo-
tion of the men who represent them at the
State Capitol than they have hitherio done.
They must get rid of the ignorant, degraded
and corrupt mon who disgrace tho halls of
legislation; and they must take care to clect
men of intelligence, edvaation and integrity.
Then, and pot till thea, will matters go right.
Bui, to nceomplish this, all good men must take
an nctive part in the elsctions, Hll the rowdies
and corruptionista are routed from the primary
ocganiantions, which are the. foul sources of ail
the evils which are inflicted on the couutiry by
bad legislation.

A Lussos wros Exmasn.—~It is well that
our military authorities, the government and
Congress shea)d reflect upon the news from
England inferming us of the abandonment of
the old 2uriifications ws worthless, and of the
subs'itution in their stead of fron sheathed
pranbonts.  We hope no more money will bo

gpent on such fortifioations in (his couniry
It I atrendy proposed in Congress, we are gled,




